PLEASE PRINT IN YOUR LETTERHEAD
<insert date>

MATRIX Program Administration
UW-School of Medicine & Public Health
Madison, WI 53705
matrixmentoring@med.wisc.edu

RE: Application to MATRIX

Dear MATRIX Administrators,

I am aware of the great difficulties that early-career faculty face to get funded. MATRIX (Mentoring to Achieve Research Independence) is a 9-month, multi-tiered structured program specifically designed to help first-time R01 SMPH applicants increase the probability of securing grant funding. 

Please accept my application to be a mentee in the MATRIX program. I am including with this letter:
· NIH-style biosketch (5 pages maximum). I have used the “Personal Information” section to explain my motivation to join this program.
· draft of my Specific Aims (1 page)

MATRIX is a program endorsed by SMPH Dean Nita Ahuja and Vice Dean for Research Jon Audhya through the Office of Basic Research, Biotechnology and Graduate Studies. Dean Ahuja has agreed to invest the human and financial resources necessary to cover the expenses of all SMPH faculty. MATRIX recognizes the current challenging situation we are facing. We have managed to lower the cost to $8K for mentees not affiliated with SMPH for the time being. Like SMPH, we encourage your department chair and dean to contribute towards the expenses of this important mentoring program. As a non-SMPH faculty, I have requested that my Dean/Associate Dean/Chair cover the expenses associated with my enrollment in the program, presently, $8,000 for the whole duration of the program.   

My signature, and my Dean/Chair’s signature, below, indicate that we are aware of the terms of enrollment and are willing to invest the time and effort needed to successfully submit a R01 grant proposal or equivalent.

I am interested in preparing a ___________ application during the program.



Sincerely,



<insert Name of Applicant>
<insert Department/Center/Institute>  


<insert Name of Chair/Director/Division Chief>
<insert Department/Center/Institute>  
